PRESS RELEASE winter 2006

The Traditional Singer Mary Mc Partlan will commence her first full-length tour of Ireland beginning on November 15 through to December 10 2006, with a further seven concerts in January 2007.

She will perform material from her award winning CD The Holland handkerchief plus new material showcased this year at the Galway Arts Festival. She will be accompanied on tour with Seamie O Dowd, (guitars,fiddle, harmonica) recognized as one of the finest and sought after musicians working in traditional circles in Ireland. Special guests Frank Kilkelly (guitarist) and Eddie Lynch (piano, Hammond organ) will also form parts of the tour

This tour is a specifically built project designed and implemented, to focus on marginalized areas on the West coast of Ireland including some of the islands of Mayo, Galway, Donegal and Cork. To equally focus on touring and performing at Arts Centre/theatre spaces in all parts of Ireland.

The design of the performance programme will be two fold:  introducing new and existing audiences to the voice and repertoire of Mary Mc Partlan and to collaborate with local guest performers i.e. sean-nós singers, (established and emerging) and creating a platform for storytellers. 

From this experience it will be possible to extend opportunities for traditional artists to meet and work collaboratively with each other, while creating high quality events for new and existing audiences.

It will also create opportunities and possibilities for collecting storytelling material, create new ideas for performance and further promote the essence and values of traditional singing and storytelling in the community.

Some of the very special guest singer’s and storyteller’s appearing with Mary on tour are: Pāidí Mhárthan Mac Gearrailt (Blascaod Mór Centre) Dingle, Roisín Ní Riain ( Caherciveen Library), Anna Bn Uí Ghallachoir (Arranmore Island), Maire O Caoimh & Tomás Mac Sheáin (Achill Island), Patrick O Toole (Clare Island),

Paddy Hynes (The Russell Cultural Centre Doolin) Eilish Ní Chonghaile & Mairead Ní Fhlatharta (Solstice Arts Centre Navan).

Pádraigín Ní Ullacháin and Laoise Kelly ( Glens Centre Manorhamilton)

